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Unearthing Alberta’s Past:
Rocks Fossils, and Heavy
Equipment

Presentation Outline

Ice Age Fossils in
Alberta

Significance of Ice
Age fossils

Working with Sand &
Gravel operations
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Alberta’s Ice Age Fossil Record

> 22,000 years ago
(Preglacial)

~ 10,000 year gap
when ice is present

< 12,000 years ago
(Postglacial)

sSources of Ice Age Fossils




Where From?

Peace River Country
N. Saskatchewan River
Hand Hills

Bow River

S. Saskatchewan River

Character of the Deposits
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Fluvial (i.e., laid down
by rivers)

Thin distribution of
fossils

Fossils rarely seen until
quarry operations begin

(vs. archaeology)

Large mammals
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Given those characteristics....

WITHOUT THIS WE DON’T SEE THIS
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Modern African Lion (Panthera leo)
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Why do the fossils matter?

Description of fossil muskoxen and relative
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Exhibits and Outreach

A o B
2 ¥ gy
‘ - %

§l " ’
»
tadiator

Our Role
Research, collection, ‘

and preservation of

historic resources
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Outreach 1 \\ A

Museum Exhibits
Industry Resource

Finding and reporting fossils to us does not mean
your operation will be shut down!
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Evaluating Significance

99.999999999% 0.000000001%
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An Open Invitation...

to you and your 'v /“ /
employees to visit the
museum and learn more 7 4
about what we do. /

to ask us to participate in
outreach.

to call us if you have
questions or concerns
regarding fossils from
sand & gravel operations.
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